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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a tall, rectangular, 2-1/2 story detached brick building, five wide bays
in depth and three bays wide with a newer protruding front tower-entrance section and
a newer, one bay deep, two bay wide rear extension. In the newer front facade left
bay is a protruding square tower with buttressed corners decorated with white cast
stone buttress caps. On the left side and front of this tower are leaded, stained
glass Gothic windows and Gothic shaped louvers on the third story level. The top of
the tower is adorned by the corner buttresses rising above the roofline in the form
of turrets with pyramid shaped cast stone caps. In the base of this tower is a Gothic
arched section of double doors with panels topped by three leaded, stained glass
segments and the whole hooded by being slightly recessed. To the right of this,
the front of the church is topped by a large pediment with the right corner buttresses
protruding and adorned as on the tower. In the center of this section on the second
story level is a large Gothic arched, stained glass window (leaded) of the "Good
Shephard" and on either side are shorter, marrow Gothic arched leaded, stained glass
windows. Directly below these are similarly sectioned leaded, stained glass windows
but flat arched of soldier course brick. In the sidewalls are four rectangular,
flat arched leaded stained glass windows with wood lintels and sills on the second .
story church nave level and regular 1/1 sash frosted windows with wood lintels and
sills on the first floor. The right sidewall is quite thick at the first floor level
but corbelled in at the second story, except for brick piers rising to the roof. The
metal roof is of moderate slope "A" frame construction resting on three string brick
cornices on each side. The building rests on a low foundation and in the front is a
grass plot and planting of yew.
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Cornerstone "Rebuilt 1878", "Remodeled 1923"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This church building and its congregation has always been on the conserva-
tive side and a welcomed neighbor on this block of Third Street.
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This congregation dates to the late 1700s and was originally called Bethel. In 1819, a brick
building at the present site was acquired. In 1835, the church was renamed for William Paul
Quinn, one of the founders of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, and a well-
respected Bishop. In July 1864, the church served as a hospital for the wounded from the Battle
of Monocacy. The minister at the time was Rev. Benjamin Tucker Tanner. One of his children,
Henry, was only six at the time, but he later recalled the incidents of the war. He said, “From our
attic window the rebel camp and soldiers could be seen. Once my father for some cause was at
the [church] and by his clothes was recognized as a minister. ‘Hello!™ [said a soldier to his
father] ... what are you doing with those duds on, take this,” and he was Kicked out of the
[church]. I believe my father said he was drunk.” Henry also remembered that, when troops
were moving through the area, his father would take the precaution of nailing boards over their
windows to make the house look abandoned. Although rebel soldiers passed by their house all
day long, only one stopped to bang on the door, and he was told by an officer to move on.'

Quinn Chapel held a Freedmen’s Bureau school in the years after the Civil War. The
Freedmen’s Bureau funded repairs in May 1867 and rented the building from the church for
$200 per month, excepting Friday nights and Sundays.” The trustees of “Bethel School.” or
“Frederick School no. 2,” included Joseph Lyle. John L. Gurber, W.C. Barnes, William Purdy.
and Charles Jaker; its teachers included L. R. Cochran in 1868-1869 and George W. Nicholson
in 1869-1870. It was in session at least from 1867 to May 1870, and taught an average of
between 17 and 45 students per month. Throughout its tenure, the teachers reported to the

'Marcia M. Matthews, Henry Ossawa Tanner: American Artist (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), 11-
12:

* Samuel I. Wright, Captain and A. O. W., C. Q. M. & Disbursing Officer, to Rev. M. Tanner, 2 May 1867; Screen
no. 0906, Roll 6, M1906; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned
Lands, 1865-1871; National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC; Contract between Trustees of
A. M. E. Church, Frederick City, Md., and Bu. R. F. and A. L., 4 May 1867; Screen no. 0699, Roll 6, M1906;
Records of the Education Division of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871;
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.
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Freedmen’s Bureau that public opinion toward the school was “quite favorable.” Rev. Tanner
served as its president in 1867 and 1868; he would be named Bishop twenty year later, on the
basis of his work as a clergyman, scholar, and social activist.

" Extant Teachers’ Monthly School Reports; Rolls 13-23, M1056; Records of the Education Division of the Bureau
of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-1871; National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC.
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